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Located in South Berwick, the acad-
emy is the oldest educational institu-
tion in Maine and now, as a private
school, remains true to its founding
purpose of promoting ‘‘virtue and use-
ful knowledge among the rising genera-
tion.” In addition, the people of South
Berwick remain true to the vision of
their forebears by supporting an out-
standing public school system.

During the Revolutionary War, the
growing community provided two full
companies to fight for America’s inde-
pendence, more than many towns of
greater size. The courage and character
demonstrated by the townspeople in
standing for liberty echo throughout
South Berwick’s history. In the years
before the Civil War, the many church-
es in the community were powerful
voices for the abolition of slavery. Dur-
ing that terrible conflict, more than
294 of South Berwick’s young men, in-
cluding 46 Berwick Academy students
fought, and many died, so that all
might live in freedom. The town’s
honor roll of current military per-
sonnel demonstrates an ongoing com-
mitment to our Nation’s founding prin-
ciples.

This anniversary is not just about
something that is measured in calendar
years. It is about human accomplish-
ment. We celebrate the people who,
through the centuries, have pulled to-
gether, cared for one another, and built
a great community that is a wonderful
place to live, work, and raise families.
Thanks to those who came before,
South Berwick has a wonderful his-
tory. Thanks to those who are there
today, it has a bright future.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and pay tribute to
the American Red Cross. March is
American Red Cross Month—this is a
special time to recognize and thank
our everyday heroes. The Red Cross is
on the frontlines every day. They vol-
unteer their time, take lifesaving
courses, and provide financial dona-
tions to help those in need.

We would like to remember our he-
roes in Alaska who help those in need.
The Red Cross works tirelessly to help
in times of disaster with the comfort of
a helping hand. They provide round-
the-clock support to members of the
military, veterans and their families,
and teach lifesaving classes in CPR and
first aid.

Across the country and around the
world, the American Red Cross re-
sponds to fires, hurricanes, tornadoes,
floods and wildfires—the tragedy at the
Boston Marathon, and Typhoon Haiyan
in the Philippines. When an injured
servicemember enters a hospital far
from home, the American Red Cross of-
fers comfort. When a hospital’s pa-
tients need blood, the American Red
Cross blood donors make that happen.
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We dedicate the month of March to
all those who support the American
Red Cross mission to prevent and al-
leviate human suffering in the face of
emergencies. Our community depends
on the American Red Cross, which re-
lies on donations of time and money to
fulfill its humanitarian mission. The
American Red Cross reflects all that is
right with mankind. They make Amer-
ica stronger by their selfless service.®

————————

TRIBUTE TO SISTER LILLIAN
MURPHY

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor Sister Lillian Murphy,
who is retiring this June after an as-
tounding 27 years as the CEO of Den-
ver-based Mercy Housing, one of the
largest and most effective affordable
housing organizations in the country.

Since 1982, Mercy Housing has
worked tirelessly to develop affordable
housing options in more than 40 States.
Sister Lillian took over as CEO in 1987
and has overseen enormous growth in
Mercy’s operations, which now houses
more than 135,000 residents in nearly
40,000 homes.

Sister Lillian has won a number of
awards for her work, including the
prestigious Non-Profit Housing Asso-
ciation of Northern California’s Afford-
able Housing Leadership Award for
Lifetime Achievement, and the Annual
Housing Leadership Award from the
National Low Income Housing Coali-
tion. In 2009, she was inducted into the
Affordable Housing Hall of Fame by Af-
fordable Housing Finance Magazine.
Sister Lillian has been a remarkable
leader at Mercy Housing and she will
be sorely missed.

Sister Lillian is leaving the impor-
tant work of Mercy Housing in very ca-
pable hands with the incoming CEO
Jane Graf. We all look forward to
working with Ms. Graf to ensure that
middle- and low-income families con-
tinue to have access to quality, afford-
able housing.e

————

REMEMBERING TOM GOLA

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to the exceptional life of
Tom Gola, a Philadelphia basketball
legend, who passed away on January 26,
2014.

Mr. Gola was born on January 13,
1933, to Ike and Helen Gola in Philadel-
phia, PA. His passion for basketball de-
veloped early in life and he became a
star while playing for La Salle College
High School. While there, he led his
team to the Philadelphia Catholic
League Championship and won the
Markward Award as the league’s top
player.

As one of the most celebrated high
school athletes at the time, many ex-
pected Mr. Gola to attend one of the
big basketball schools in the country.
Instead, he decided to stay close to
home in Pennsylvania to attend La
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Salle University, where he once again
quickly distinguished himself as a star
player. In 1952, he led La Salle to a NIT
championship, earning the champion-
ship’s Most Valuable Player Award in
the process. Two years later, he led the
team to its first and only NCAA cham-
pionship, alain earning the honor of
tournament MVP. Mr. Gola continued
his exceptional collegiate basketball
career with: a second place finish in
the 1955 NCAA tournament; Player of
the Year Awards in 1954 and 1955; a
place on three consecutive first-team
all-American squads, and; achieving
the NCAA record of 2,201 career re-
bounds, a record which stands today.

The familiar cheer of ‘‘Go, Gola! Go!”’
still echoes in the memories of Phila-
delphia sports fans of a certain age.
Another Philadelphia sports legend,
the great Wilt Chamberlain once said:

Growing up, you whispered the name of
Tom Gola. He was like a saint.

Following his extraordinary college
career, Mr. Gola entered the NBA in
1955 to join his hometown team, the
Philadelphia Warriors. He helped the
Warriors win an NBA Championship
the following year. He is one of only
two players who played on NIT, NCAA
and NBA championship teams. A five-
time NBA All-Star, Mr. Gola was en-
shrined into the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1976.

Following his retirement from the
NBA, Mr. Gola focused his considerable
talents on hi community. He was elect-
ed to the Pennsylvania House of Rep-
resentatives and later served as the
city of Philadelphia’s Controller.

Mr. Gola also returned to his alma
mater as the head coach of the La Salle
Explorers for two seasons. Today, the
university’s multipurpose arena bears
his name as a testament to the indel-
ible mark he left on the school.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to Tom Gola for his re-
markable achievements in basketball
and his service to Pennsylvania. My
thoughts and pray are with his wife
Caroline and his son Thomas as they
mourn his loss. May he rest in peace.®

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)
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